Bone-anchored hearing aids in patients with sensorineural hearing loss and persistent otitis externa.
Recently, a new bone-conduction hearing aid has become available which can be connected percutaneously to the skull: the bone-anchored hearing aid or BAHA. Several clinical trials have shown its efficacy in patients with a conductive or mixed hearing loss. A second group of potential candidates are patients who suffer from an almost instantaneous skin reaction to any kind of earmould. Three such patients with a predominant sensorineural hearing loss were fitted with a BAHA. The aided free-field thresholds proved to be poor compared with the desired values using prescriptive rules. Speech recognition measured objectively (with tests) and subjectively (with a questionnaire) was comparable or better than with conventional bone-conduction hearing aids. Two patients were using their BAHA all day, whereas the third patient was only using it for a few hours per day. Although it did not produce optimal results, the BAHA seems to be the best solution for these patients.